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Biographical  Memorial  of  the  Messiah. 

In  the  reign  of  Caesar  Augustus,  a  decree  was  issued  at  Rome,  commanding 
a  survey  of  all  persons  and  estates  within  the  empire.  At  that  time  Joseph,  a 
carpenter  by  trade,  and  Mary  his  wife,  lived  at  Nazareth.  In  conformity  to 
the  decree  of  Augustus,  every  family  was  to  be  assessed  at  their  own  city. 
Joseph  and  Mary,  being  of  the  family  of  David,  were  obliged  to  go  to  Beth¬ 
lehem,  to  be  surveyed  and  entered  on  the  imperial  register. 

On  this  occasion,  the  city  of  Bethlehem  was  greatly  thronged.  Every  inn 
and  house  of  accommodation  were  overflowing.  Joseph  and  Mary,  being  poor 
and  of  humble  rank,  could  not  procure  accommodation  in  any  human  habi¬ 
tation;  and  were  therefore  compelled,  through  necessity,  to  take  up  their 
quarters  in  a  stable.  While  they  were  in  Bethlehem  thus  accommodated, 
Mary  was  delivered  of  a  male  child,  which  she  wrapped  in  swaddling  clothes, 
and  laid  in  a  manger. 

At  the  moment  when  this  child  was  born,  a  supernatural  light  appeared  to 
a  company  of  shepherds,  watching  their  flocks  by  night,  on  the  plains  of 
Bethlehem.  They  were  terrified,  and  would  have  hurried  away  in  flight,  but 
an  angel  on  high  called  to  them,  and  said,  Fear  not^  behold  I,  bring  you  glad 
tidings  of  great  joy^  which  shall  be  to  all  fieofil€;for  unto  you  is  born  this  day^  a 
Saviour y  which  is  Christ  the  Lord.  And  this  shall  be  a  sign  unto  you;  ye  shall 
find  the  babe  wrafit  in  swaddling  clothes^  lying  in  a  mayiger.^^  While  these  words 
were  uttering,  a  stream  of  light  illumined  the  whole  concave  of  heaven,  and 
a  choir  of  angels  sung  aloud,  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest^  on  earth  peace  and 
good  will  towards  men,^*  Soon  as  the  angelic  hosts  ascended,  the  wondering 
shepherds  repaired  to  the  city,  to  seek  the  infant,  whose  birth  was  thus  mira¬ 
culously  announced.  Having  found  the  babe  in  the  circumstances  and  con¬ 
dition  described,  the  shepherds  went  away  and  proclaimed  the  wonders  they 
had  seen  and  heard. 

On  the  eighth  day  after  the  birth  of  the  child,  it  was  circumcised,  and 
named  JESUS.  At  the  end  of  forty  days,  it  was  presented  in  the  temple  ac¬ 
cording  to  custom.  While  the  ceremonies  of  presentation  were  performing, 
a  pious  and  venerable  old  man,  named  Simeon,  came  into  the  temple,  took 
Jesus  into  his  arms,  and  said,  Lord  now  lettest  thou  thy  servant  depart  in 
peaceyfor  mine  eyes  have  seen  thy  salvation.^*  Then  turning  to  Mary,  he  said, 

Beholdy  this  child  is  set  for  the  fall  and  rising  again  of  many  in  Israel  f  At 
the  same  time  came  in  an  aged  matron  of  the  name  of  Anna,  called  a  pro¬ 
phetess,  remarkable  for  the  constancy  of  her  piety  and  devotion,  and  spake  of 
Jesus  to  all  them  that  looked  for  redemption  in  Jerusalem^*  The  presentation 
being  over,  Joseph  and  Mary  with  the  child  Jesus  returned  to  Nazareth, 
whence  they  removed  to  Bethlehem,  and  there  dwelt.  Shortly  after  the  birth 


/ 
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of  Jesus,  there  came  to  Jerusalem  certain  wise  men  from  the  cast,  attracted 
thither  by  a  remarkable  luminous  appearance,  like  a  brilliant  star,  which  they . 
supposed  was  in  some  way  connected  with  the  nativity  of  an  extraordinary 
personage;  for  it  was  generally  expected,  among  the  most  learned  of  the 
eastern  nations,  that  a  great  king  was  to  be  born  to  the  Jews  about  that  era. 
And  the  wise  men  said,  “  Where  ia  he  that  is  horn  king  of  the  Je-wa?  We  have 
seen  his  star  in  the  east,  and  have  come  to  worship  him.” 

By  this  circumstance,  Herod,  the  jealous  king  of  Judea,  was  greatly  agi¬ 
tated  and  alarmed  for  the  safety  of  his  authority;  and  he  resolved  on  the  death 
of  the  supposed  pretender.  He  resorted  to  a  stratagem  to  find  where  his  al- 
Icdged  rival  resided.  Convening  the  Sanhedrim  he  propounded  this  question; 
Where  is  the  Messiah  to  be  born?  He  was  answered,  “  Bethlehem,  in  Judea!* 
Herod  then  sent  for  the  wise  men,  and,  affecting  to  rejoice  in  the  advent  of 
the  expected  Messiah  and  king  of  the  Jews,  despatched  them  to  Bethlehem, 
with  the  request,  when  they  had  found  him,  to  return  to  Jerusalem,  and  bring 
him  intelligence,  that  he  might  also  go  and  worship  him.  The  wise  men  set 
out  for  Bethlehem,  and,  while  on  their  way,  they  saw  going  before  thenri  the 
same  luminous  apparition,  which  they  had  seen  in  their  own  country.  It 
stopped  at  Bethlehem,  and  stood  over  the  house  where  Jesus  was.  They  ad¬ 
vanced,  and  when  they  saw  him,  fell  down  and  worshipped  him,  presenting 
gifts,  gold,  frankincense  and  myrrh.  When  the  wise  men  departed  home¬ 
ward,  they  did  not  return  by  the  way  of  Jerusalem,  as  Herod  expected,  but 
went  another  way. 

Joseph  in  a  dream  had  an  intimation  of  Herod’s  purpose  to  slay  Jesus;  and 
therefore  in  the  night  took  him  and  Mary  his  mother  into  Egypt,  where  they 
sojourned  until  the  death  of  Herod.  Thus,  Jesus  escaped  the  bloody  massacre 
of  the  children  of  Bethlehem  by  order  of  Herod,  when  all  under  the  age  of 
two  years,  to  the  number  of  fourteen  thousand,  were  brutally  slain.  This  bar¬ 
barous  and  murderous  deed  was  subsequently  avenged  on  the  perpetrator  by 
a  signal  judgment.  Herod  soon  died,  in  the  most  excruciating  agony  of  mind, 
lacerated  and  tortured  by  the  acutest  bodily  pains. 

After  the  death  of  that  bloody  tyrant,  Joseph,  with  Mary  and  Jesus,  re¬ 
moved  from  Egypt  to  Nazareth.  Here  Jesus  lived  with  his  parents,  in  the 
subjection  of  an  affectionate  and  dutiful  son,  until  he  was  twelve  years  old. 
About  that  age  he  accompanied  Joseph  and  Mary  to  Jerusalem,  to  attend  the 
annual  feast  of  the  passover.  Having  been  in  Jerusalem  seven  days,  Jesus  se¬ 
parated  from  his  friends,  and  went  into  the  outer  court  of  the  temple,  where 
he  seated  himself  among  the  learned  doctors,  both  hearing  and  asking  them 
questions.  The  spirit  and  understanding,  with  which  he  debated  the  most 
intricate  questions,  astonished  the  assembly;  for  they  wondered  that  one  so 
young  should  be  able  to  maintain  a  controversy  with  the  learned.  Perceiving 
that  his  friends,  who  supposed  him  lost,  were  present,  he  went  out  of  the 
temple,  and  accompanied  them  home  to  Nazareth.  Jesus  continued  subject 
to  his  parents,  increasing  in  stature  and  in  favour  with  God  and  man,  until  he 
arrived  at  the  age  of  thirty  years.  He  then  proceeded  to  Bethabara  beyond 
Jordan,  where  he  was  baptized  by  John  the  Baptist.  At  his  baptism  in  the 
river  Jordan,  a  very  extraordinary  event  happened.  When  he  had  ascended 
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upon  the  bank  of  the  river,  he  kneeled  down  and  prayed.  While  thus  engaged, 
f  'i-  the  whole  canopy  above  him  was  illuminated  by  a  glare  of  light,  an  apparition 
^  f  like  a  dove  hovered  over  his  head,  and  a  voice  from  on  high  was  heard  by  the 
k ;  company  of  spectators  to  articulate  distinctly,  ^  This  ia  my  beloved  son  in  whotn 
I  am  well  pleased**  The  preacher  by  whom  he  was  baptized  considered  these 
circumstances  strongly  evidential  of  the  divinity  of  Jesus,  and  he  cried  out, 
«  This  is  he-i  of  whom  I  spoke**  For,  John  the  Baptist  had  been  preparing  the 
people  to  expect  the  advent  of  the  promised  Messiah,  and  to  believe  that  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  was  at  hand. 

Jesus,  after  his  baptism  in  Jordan,  went  into  a  wilderness  to  devote  himself 
to  meditation  and  solitude,  preparatory  to  the  commencement  of  his  ministry. 
There  he  remained  forty  days  without  meat  or  drink.  While  in  this  state  of 
abstinence  and  seclusion,  Satan  approached  him,  interrupted  his  meditations 
and  prayers,  and  endeavored  to  seduce  him  from  his  heavenly  allegiance. 
But  in  this  second  attempt  to  ruin  the  human  race,  by  templing  the  Saviour 
from  the  benign  purpose  for  which  he  came  into  the  world,  the  devil  was  re¬ 
sisted  and  disappointed.  Having  triumphed  over  the  machinations  of  the  evil 
one  in  the  wilderness,  and  spurned  all  his  allurements  on  the  pinnacle  of  the 
temple,  Jesus  selected  a  few  disciples  and  commenced  the  office  of  a  public 
minister.  Accompanied  by  his  disciples  and  his  mother,  he  went  to  Cana  to 
meet  a  wedding  party.  Their  wine  becoming  scarce,  at  the  request  of  his 
mother,  who  believed  in  his  divinity  and  his  power  to  work  miracles,  he  sup¬ 
plied  an  ample  provision  for  the  occasion,  by  converting  a  quantity  of  water 
into  excellent  wine.  This  was  the  first  miracle  he  publicly  performed,  by  way 
of  announcing  to  the  world  that  he  was  Verily  God.  It  tended  to  impress  his 
disciples  with  the  reality  of  his  divinity,  and  spread  his  fame  over  the  sur¬ 
rounding  country. 

Jesus  departed  from  Cana,  and  by  the  way  of  Capernaum  he  went  to  Jeru¬ 
salem.  Having  arrived  at  the  chief  city  of  the  Jews,  on  the  eve  of  the  pass- 
over,  he  found  the  temple  filled  with  traders,  money  changers,  and  merchants 

(engaged  in  secular  traffic.  Indignant  at  the  profanation  of  the  holy  place,  with 
a  whip  he  expelled  the  mercenary  train.  During  the  passover,  Jesus  per¬ 
formed  several  miracles  among  the  common  people,  and  many  of  them  believed 
that  he  was  truly  the  promised  Messiah.  His  fame  compelled  Nicodemus, 
p  of  great  eminence  among  the  Jews,  to  visit  him  by  night,  to  satisfy  his  own 
I  curiosity  about  his  person  and  wonderful  qualifications.  In  their  interview, 

I  Jesus  taught  him  the  necessity  and  nature  of  the  second  or  spiritual  birth, 

1  and  explained  to  him  the  character  of  the  Messiah’s  kingdom,  concerning 
I  which  there  prevailed  much  misapprehension  and  delusion  among  the  Jews; 

I  'who  universally  expected,  in  that  exalted  person  to  be  bom  king  of  their  na- 
1  tion,  an  august  prince,  and  an  illustrious  conqueror. 

j  At  the  end  of  the  feast  of  the  passover,  Jesus  departed  from  Jerusalem,  and 
I  went  into  the  wilderness  of  Judea.  Great  multitudes  followed  him  thither,  to 
I  attend  his  instructions  and  behold  his  miracles.  Thence  he  journeyed  through 
:  Samaria,  and  at  a  well,  near  the  city  of  Sychar,  he  revealed  himself  to  the 
'  woman  of  Samaria,  to  whom,  in  a  beautiful  allegory,  he  explained  the  nature 
■-  and  effects  of  grace,  and  pourtrayed  the  plenitude  and  perpetuity  of  its  consc- 
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quences  to  all  who  shall  be  made  partakers  of  it.  He  explicitly  announced  to 
her  that  he  was  the  Messiah  whom  the  Jews  expected.  The  woman  reported 
this  declaration,  together  with  the  conversation  he  had  with  her,  to  her  fellow 
townsmen,  and  they  invited  Jesus  to  their  city.  He  tarried  with  them  two 
days,  preaching  to  them  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  teaching  the  nature  of  his 
religion:  many  were  convinced,  and  believed  that  he  was  indeed  “  Christy  the 
Saviour  of  the  world'*  . 

Jesus  next  went  among  his  countrymen,  in  Galilee,  and  sojourned  a  while 
at  Cana,  now  famous  for  his  miracle  of  the  conversion  of  water  into  wine. 
While  here,  he  miraculously  healed  the  son  of  a  nobleman,  who  waited  on 
him  from  Capernaum.  This  amazing  instance  of  divine  power,  of  benevolence 
and  compassion  towards  the  distressed  and  afRicted,  fully  convinced  the  noble¬ 
man,  and  all  his  family,  that  he  was  the  Messiah. 

From  Cana  he  went  to  Nazareth.  There  he  asserted  his  true  character,  and 
preached  in  the  synagogue.  The  Nazarenes  took  umbrage  at  him,  because 
he  did  not  heal  all  their  sick,  which  they  expected  he  would  necessarily  do, 
because  there  he  had  formerly  resided.  They  seized  and  carried  him  by  force 
to  the  summit  of  the  hill,  and  would  have  cast  him  headlong  and  dashed  him 
to  pieces;  but  when  they  were  on  the  eve  of  executing  their  design,  an  in¬ 
ward  compunction  and  alarm  restrained  them,  and  Jesus  embraced  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  their  hesitation  and  departed  to  Capernaum.  From  this  city  he  made 
many  preaching  excursions;  traversing  the  country  round  about,  visiting  the 
villages,  wandering  over  the  fields,  and  sometimes  ascending  the  mountains; 
publishing  the  gospel  of  salvation  to  great  multitudes,  that  followed  him  to 
hear  his  words,  and  see  his  wonderous  works.  While  wandering  among  the 
poor  who  lived  in  the  valleys  and  on  the  hills,  he  healed  their  sick,  and 
wrought  such  miracles  as  spread  his  fame  in  every  direction.  The  people  of 
Galilee,  of  the  remotest  part  of  Judea,  and  of  the  country  beyond  Jordan, 
crowded  about  him.  Nor  was  his  reputation  confined  to  the  land  of  Israel; 
the  inhabitants  of  Syria  brought  their  sick  to  be  healed  by  the  Saviour  of  man¬ 
kind. 

Jesus,  pursued  by  a  countless  throng,  ascended  a  mountain,  and  placing 
himself  on  an  eminence,  delivered,  with  the  most  intelligent  simplicity, 
engaging  perspicuity,  and  rapturous  eloquence,  his  inaugural  sermon,  usually 
called  “  the  sermon  on  the  mount.”  In  it,  with  powerful  heart-affecting 
enei’gy,  he  inculcated  the  great  principles  and  precepts  of  his  holy  religion. 
The  reader  is  referred  to  the  sermon  itself  for  the  most  able  and  precise  de¬ 
scription  of  the  motives  and  ends  which  ought  to  influence. the  conduct  of 
men.  It  contains  a  plain  and  full  guide  for  the  government  of  every  one,  in 
the  several  relations  of  man  to  God  and  his  fellow  creatures.  It  teaches  the 
principles  and  essence  of  true  happiness;  points  the  desires  of  intelligent  be¬ 
ings  to  objects  more  elevated  and  spiritual  than  worldly  opulence,  grandeur 
and  glory— that  man  is  destined  to  an  eternal  existence  in  a  future  state  of 
happiness  or  misery,  and  to  have  any  reasonable  hope  of  felicity  in  the  next 
world,  he  must  cherish  an  entire  resignation  of  mind  and  spirit  to  the  will  of 
God,  who  is  perfectly  w’ise  and  good,  and  disposes  of  all  things,  so  as  to  pro- 
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mote  his  own  glory  and  the  greater  good  of  all  his  creatures.  In  that  excel¬ 
lent  and  unequalled  discourse  the  poor  are  encouraged^  mourners  comforted) 
the  meek  promised  the  inheritance  of  the  earth;  those  who  thirst  and  long 
after  righteousness,  those  who  are  merciful,  pure  in  heart,  pacific  in  temper, 
are  promised  abundance  of  felicity  in  the  end:  on  the  other  hand  the  proud, 
tyrannical  and  self  sufficient,  the  disturbers  of  peace,  and  destroyers  of  man¬ 
kind,  are  warned  of  an  awful  and  miserable  end.  Jesus,  in  this  complete  ser* 
mon,  taught  his  disciples  their  duty  as  ministers  of  the  gospel,  and  of  all  de¬ 
signed  or  commissioned  to  lead  others  in  the  way  of  eternal  happiness.  He 
furnished  a  form  of  prayer  to  be  used  by  all  his  followers,  and  explained  with 
what  sort  of  feelings  and  views  it  ought  to  be  preferred.  He  enjoined  humili¬ 
ation,  reproved  hypocrisy,  and  exhorted  to  heavenly  mindedness.  He  taught 
that  the  concerns  of  the  soul  were  as  far  above  the  demands  and  desires  of  the 
body,  as  heaven  is  exalted  above  earth.  He  contrasted  the  brevity  and  uncer¬ 
tainty  of  our  abode  on  this  sphere,  with  the  greater  excellency  and  inter¬ 
minable  duration  of  a  heavenly  residence.  Contrary  to  the  allurements  and 
excitements  and  rewards  of  all  former  benighted  dispensations,  it  was  reserved 
for  Jesus,  the  Saviour  of  mankind,  to  bring  life  and  immortality  to  light.  In  the 
sermon  under  consideration,  by  a  beautiful  illustration  he  asserted  the  univer¬ 
sality  of  God^s  providence.  The  fo%vls  of  the  air  sow  noty  The  illustri¬ 
ous  preacher  descended  to  similitudes  and  exemplifications,  to  symbols  and  al¬ 
legories,  to  communicate  his  ethereal  wisdom  to  the  embraces  of  the  humblest 
intellect.  By  these  he  taught  mankind  the  absurdity  and  folly  of  unnecessary 
anxiety,  and  perplexing  and, vexatious  concern  about  their  food  and  raiment. 
He  deprecated  the  monopoly  of  time  in  covetous  and  sordid  pursuits,  he  con¬ 
temned  the  prostitution  of  the  affections  to  mercenary  and  secular  objects, 
and  elevated  the  heart  to  God  and  celestial  affairs.  Not  only  the  fowls  of  the 
air  are  provided  with  whatsoever  is  necessary  to  them,  but  the  fields  are 
covered  with  verdure  and  adorned  with  flowers,  brighter  and  more  alluring  to 
the  tasteful  eye,  than  the  golden  embroidery  on  the  robes  of  kings;  the  lilies 
growy  they  toil  noty  neither  do  they  sfiin.  The  argument  is,  that  God,  who  feeds 
the  birds  that  fly,  clothes  the  fields,  and  arrays  the  lily  more  brilliantly  than 
an  eastern  monarch  in  his  most  splendid  attire,  will  not  neglect  to  nourish 
and  clothe  the  noblest  part  of  his  creation — that  he  will  provide  for  his  intel¬ 
ligent  creatures  a  competency  corresponding  with  their  necessities,  and 
enable  them  to  devote  their  time  to  his  worship  and  service.  Jesus  exhorted 
his  audience  to  cultivate  patience,  contentment,  tranquillity,  and  resignation 
to  the  allotments  of  Providence;  to  make  the  interest  of  their  immortal  souls 
their  chief  concern.  Seek  first  y  said  hey  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  righteous^ 
nessy  and  all  other  things  necessary  shall  be  added  unto  you.  He  commended 
charity,  benevolence  and  compassion,  and  discountenanced  all  rash  and  envi¬ 
ous  judgment;— no/,  that  ye  be  not  judged^  He  exhorted  his  hearers, 
and  through  them  all  successive  generations,  to  make  due  allowances  for  the 
frailties  of  human  nature.  Even  he  did  not  look  for  perfection  or  infallibility 
among  his  own  disciples.  He  well  knew  how  little  was  to  be  expected  of  the 
most  holy  of  his  followers.  It  was  Jesus  who  first  taught  that  man  should  for- 
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give  and  even  pray  for  bis  enemy.  He  deprecated  slander,  and  rebuked  back¬ 
biters  and  revilers;  and  enjoined  the  duty  of  self  examination,  and  the  fitness 
of  doing  to  others  as  wc  would  others  do  unto  us. 

In  conclusion  of  this  memorable  sermon,  he  applied  the  whole  by  a  striking 
similitute,  intended  to  inculcate  the  necessity  of  persisting  in  obedience  to  his 
words,  and  in  the  observance  of  the  principles  he  had  taught.  Therefore^  nvko- 
aoever  heareth  theae  aayinga  of  mine,  and  doeth  them,  I  wilt  liken  unto  a  wise 
man^  who  built  hia  house  on  a  rock;  and  the  rains  descended  and  the  floods  came, 
and  the  winds  blew  and  beat  ufion  the  house,  and  it  fell  not,  for  it  was  founded  on 
a  rock. 

Thus  en^ed  the  most  comprehensive,  most  eloquent,  and  most  interesting 
sermon  that  was  ever  preached  on  earth.  The  evidences  of  divinity  that 
characterise  every  part  of  it,  joined  with  the  excellence  of  the  manner  and 
oratory  of  the  speaker,  impressed  every  understanding  and  affected  every 
heart.  The  novelty  of  his  doctrines,  the  powerful  reasoning  with  which  they 
were  enforced,  and  the  familiarity  with  which  they  were  illustrated,  convinced 
the  judgment  of  the  most  hesitating  and  disingenuous  of  his  audience.  He 
taught  as  one  having  authority,  and  not  as  the  scribes. 

Having  finished  the  sermon  on  the  mountain,  Jesus  repaired  to  Capeniaum. 
On  his  way  thither  he  was  met  by  a  leper,  whom  he  cleansed.  On  entering 
Capernaum  he  was  accosted  by  a  centurion,  in  behalf  of  a  servant  afflicted 
with  the  palsy.  The  compassionate  Jesus  regarded  the  request,  and  healed 
the  servant.  The  centurion  on  this  occasion  gave  an  illustrious  proof  of  his 
faith,  for  he  deemed  it  not  necessary  that  Jesus  should  take  the  trouble  to  go 
to  his  house,  but  only  to  sfieak  the  word.  His  faith  was  duly  complimented  by 
the  great  physician.  “  I  have  not  found  so  great  faith,  no,  not  in  all  Israel.** 

On  the  Sabbath  day  he  preached  in  the  synagogue  with  great  eneigy  and 
effect.  The  people  who  crowded  the  synagogue  were  not  only  arrested  and 
astounded  by  his  eloquence  and  intelligence,  but  also  surprised  by  a  rematica* 
ble  manifestation  of  his  superhuman  authority,  in  the  case  of  a  person  in  one 
of  the  assemblies,  from  whom  he  ejected  an  unclean  and  wicked  spirit.  He 
also  cured  Peter’s  mother-in-law  of  a  fever,  by  a  simple  touch  of  her  hand. 
The  wonders  he  performed,  and  his  fame  for  eloquence,  brought  to  Caperna¬ 
um  many  people  to  gratify  their  curiosity;  and  many  sick  persons  and  those 
under  the  dominion  of  evil  spirits  resorted  to  him,  to  be  cured  of  their  several 
maladies.  They  were  all  compassionated  and  made  whole. 

Jesus  then  made  a  preaching  tour  through  Galilee,  teaching  occasionally 
in  the  synagogues.  On  this  excursion  it  was,  that  having  preached  to  a  great 
multitude  on  the  sea  shore,  he  commanded  his  disciples,  who  had  been  toiling 
in  their  vocation  fruitlessly  all  night,  to  let  down  their  nets  and  make  a  draught. 
After  intimating  that  it  was  useless,  and  that  they  had  been  ineffectually  en¬ 
gaged  through  the  whole  night,  they  obeyed;  when  lo!  they  caught  an  immense 
number  of  very  fine  fishes. 

Having  tarried  a  short  time  at  Capernaum,  he  again  traversed  Galilee, 
preaching  the  Gospel,  whithersoever  he  went.  In  one  of  the  villages  through 
which  he  passed,  he  cleansed  a  second  leper.  This  act  of  compassion  brought 
around  him  an  inconvenient  multitude;  lie  therefore  bid  his  disciples  to  ac- 
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company  him  to  the  opposite  shore.  Accordingly' a  ship  was  provided,  in 
which  they  embarked,  followed  nevertheless  by  great  numbers  in  boats.  While 
the  ship  was  gliding  smoothly  and  gently  o’er  the  bosom  of  the  lake,  Jesus 
fell  asleep.  But  the  weather  suddenly  changed,  the  sky  became  overcast,  the 
clouds  lowered, the  winds  roared,  and  the  waves  whitened  with  foam.  The  ship, 
tossed  by  every  surge,  was  constantly  in  danger  of  foundering.  The  night  be¬ 
ing  dismally  dark,  and  the  whole  crew  driven  to  despair,  the  disciples  ran  to 
Jesus,  and  cried.  Master^  Master^  ive  fieriah!  He  arose  and  rebuked  the  winds 
and  the  surges,  and  immediately  a  calm  ensued. 

Jesus  landed  at  Gadara,  in  the  country  of  the  Gergesenes,  where  they  en¬ 
countered  two  men  possessed  of  devils.  These  were  fierce  and  turbulent  and 
unruly:  one  wandered  in  desert  places,  among  tombs  and  sepulchres,  filled 
the  repositories  of  the  dead  with  dismal  lamentations  and  hideous  bowlings, 
tore  his  own  flesh,  and  cut  himself  with  stones.  Jesus  ejected  the  fiends,  and 
permitted  them  to  enter  into  a  herd  of  swine,  which  were  precipitated  into 
the  sea,  and  drowned. 

Jesus  thence  returned  to  Capernaum,  and  preached  the  gospel  to  Overflow¬ 
ing  assemblies.  He  restored  a  person  to  perfect  health,  who  had  been  long 
grievously  afflicted  with  the  palsy,  and  who  was  let  down  to  him  from  the 
house  top,  so  great  was  the  crowd  that  he  could  not  be  conveyed  directly  to 
the  great  physician. 

Jairus,  a  ruler  of  the  Jewish  synagogue  at  Capernaum,  in  great  grief  for 
the  dangerous  affliction  of  a  beloved  daughter,  waited  on  Jesus  and  beseeched 
him  to  visit  her;  As  he  was  going  in  company  with  Jairus,  they  who  followed 
him  through  the  streets  saw  a  woman  approach  behind  him,  and  touch  the 
hem  of  his  garment,  by  which  she  was  instantly  cured  of  an  inveterate  issue 
of  blood.  When  arrived  at  the  house  of  Jairus,  Jesus  found  it  full  of  mourners, 
for  the  young  lady  was  dead.  Her  father  was  greatly  agonized  with  distress 
at  the  intelligence,  and  gave  himself  up  to  despair.  Jesus  in  compassion  to 
him,  bid  the  Miid  arise!  She  arose  as  from  a  comfortable  sleep,  healthful  and 
vigorous. 

On  returning  from  the  house  of  Jairus,  Jesus  bestowed  vision  on  two  blind 
men,  who  rejoiced  in  gratitude,  and  exultingly  published  throughout  the  land 
what  had  been  done  for  them.  And  immediately  thereafter  a  dumb  man,  who 
was  also  possessed,  was  brought  to  Jesus.  The  foul  spirit  was  cast  forth,  and 
the  man  spake.  Every  one,  on  reviewing  the  events  of  this  day,  will  be  con¬ 
strained  to  say  that  it  was  a  day  of  benevolence. 

Leaving  Capernaum,  Jesus  again  made  a  tour  into  the  country  round  about, 
prosecuting  the  duties  of  his  mission  into  the  world,  promoting  his  cause,  and 
enlightening  mankind;  visiting  all  the  cities  and  villages.,  teaching  in  the  syna¬ 
gogues,  fireaching  the  goafiel  of  the  kingdom,  and  healing  every  sickness  and 
every  disease  among  the  fieofile. 

From  among  his  disciples  he  now  selected  twelve,  whom  he  called  apostles, 
that  he  might  send  them  forth  to  preach.  These  were  Peter,  Andrew,  James 
of  Zebedee,  John,  Philip,  Bartholomew,  Thomas,  Matthew,  James,  the  son 
of  Alpheus,  Thaddeus,  Simeon,  and  Judas.  They  were*  despatched  into  the 
land  of  Israel,  to  proclaim  the  approximation  of  the  heavenly  kingdom,  and 
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“Wcrc  coinniftndcd  snd  crnpowcrcd  to  hecil  the  stchj  cleattae  lefietSy  vciise  the 
deadj  and  cast  out  devila^^ 

Then  Jesus  visited  Nain,  a  city  near  Mount  Taber.  On  approaching  it, 
he  met  a  funeral  party,  with  the  corpse  of  a  poor  widow’s  only  son.  The  be¬ 
reaved  mother  was  overwhelmed  with  grief,  and  could  not  be  comforted.  Her 
^lisfortunes  were  indeed  great,  and  well  calculated  to  drive  her  to  despair. 
She  had  lost  an  affectionate  son,  her  only  supporter  in  life.  By  the  death  of 
her  last  stay  and  only  solace,  she  was  cast  on  the  charity  of  a  cold  and  friend¬ 
less  world.  Want,  contempt,  insult,  hunger  and  dreary  solitude,  thickened 
over  her  prospect.  With  the  tenderest  compassion  Jesus  beheld  her  affliction. 
He  approached  to  comfort  her;  he  forbade  her  to  weep.  Alas!  tears  were  her 
only  consolation.  Her  husband  was  no  more,  and  now  she  had  lost  her  only 
son,  the  surviving  image  of  a  departed  father,  and  the  solitary  hope  of  a  wi¬ 
dowed  mother!  What  comfort,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  nature,  could  be  ad¬ 
ministered  to  this  mournful,  solitary,  desolate,  feeble  woman?  None!  But  Je¬ 
sus  approaching,  touched  the  bier,  and  said,  Young  man  arise!  He  that  was 
dead  sat  ufi!  and  he  was  restored  alive  to  his  mother.  The  funeral  train  be¬ 
held  this  wonderful  interposition  of  divine  power  and  heavenly  benevolence, 
with  mingled  astonishment,  delight  and  terror. 

About  this  time,  two  disciples  of  John  the  Baptist,  waited  on  Jesus,  while 
he  was  engaged  in  preaching  the  gospel  to  a  multitude,  and  manifesting  his 
various  powers  and  displaying  the  most  gracious  dispositions  that  were  ever 
exhibited  on  this  earth,  and  they  delivered  him  a  message  of  the  following  im¬ 
port;  ^^Jlrt  thou  he  that  should  come^  or  look  we  for  another?^'  Jesus  replied, 
**  Go  your  way  and  tell  John  what  things  ye  have  heard  and  seen^  how  the  blind 
see^  the  lame  walky  the  Ic/iera  are  cleansed^  the  deaf  hear^  the  dead  are  raisedy 
and  the  floor  have  the  gosfiel  preached  unto  themf* 

Jesus  being  invited  by  Simon,  a  leper,  went  to  his  house;  while  at  meat,  a 
woman  named  Mary,  of  Magdela,  treated  him  with  great  deference,  anointed 
his  feet,  and  dropping  tears  upon  them,  wiped  them  off  with  her  hair.  Her 
humiliation,  affectionate  civility'and  hospitality,  were  duly  rewarded  by  the 
grateful  guest,  and  her  sins,  which  had  been  many,  were  forgiven. 

Jesus  having  made  another  short  tour  through  some  parts  of  Galilee, 
preaching  the  glad  tidings  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  visited  Jerusalem,  to  eat 
the  passover,  being  the  second  after  the  commencement  of  his  ministry.  He 
went  to  the  pool  of  Bethesda,  near  to  the  city,  to  see  the  various  subjects  of 
disease,  infirmity  and  affliction  that  crowded  its  margin,  waiting  for  the  motion 
of  its  waters.  Among  the  miserable  objects  was  one  who  had  been  afflicted 
thirty  eight  years,  and  who  on  account  of  his  infirmity  was  unable  to  get  into 
the  pool  at  the  proper  season.  Jesus  said  unto  him,  jfrisey  take  up  thy  bed 
and  walk.  And  immediately  he  was  enabled  to  do  so. 

Having  had  a  long  controversy  \vith  the  scribes  and  pharisees,  in  which  he 
combated  the  pride  and  prejudice  ot  the  Jewish  nation,  and  asserted  himself 
to  be  the  son  of  God,  the  judge  of  the  earth,  and  the  Messiah  promised  by  the 
ancient  prophetS9  Jesus  entered  one  of  the  synagogues  of  Jerusalem,  on  the 
sabbath  day,  where  was  a  man  having  his  right  hand  withered;  and  having  de¬ 
monstrated  to  the  querulous  objectors,  that  it  was  right  to  do  good  on  the 
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sabbath  day,  and  rebuked  their  fastidious  hypocrisy,  Jesus  restored  the  wasted 
hand  to  perfect  saneness. 

Jesus  retired  from  Jerusalem  into  Galilee.  There  was  brought  to  him  a 
blind  and  dumb  man,  possessed  also  with  a  devil;  with  a  single  word,  he  cast 
out  the  evil  spirit,  and  restored  to  the  poor  man,  the  faculties  of  sight  and 
speech.  In  a  controversy  he  had  with  the  pharisees,  on  this  excursion,  he  de¬ 
nounced  the  memorable  and  awful  anathema  against  the  blasphemy  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  The  debate  with  the  pharisees,  and  his  last  stupendous  miracle 
attracted  to  him  a  very  great  concourse  of  people;  for  the  greater  facility  of 
instructing  whom,  Jesus  repaired  to  the  sea-side,  and  from  the  prow  of  a  ship, 
moored  at  a  convenient  distance,  he  delivered  the  remarkable  parable  of  the 
sower.  At  the  same  time  by  the  beautiful  similitude  of  a  lighted  candle,  he 
explained  to  his  disciples  the  manner  in  which  they  should  improve  the  infor¬ 
mation  he  communicated.  He  continued  his  instruction  of  the  multitude,  by 
the  parables  of  the  tares  and  wheat,  and  the  assimilation  of  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  to  a  grain  of  mustard  seed,  and  to  a  lump  of  leaven. 

Dismissing  the  multitude,  Jesus  with  his  disciples  went  into  a  house,  when 
he  expounded  the  parable  of  the  tares  and  the  wheat,  and  spake  the  parables, 
in  which  he  likened  the  kingdom  of  heaven  to  treasure  hid  in  a  field,  a  mer¬ 
chantman  seeking  goodly  pearls,  and  a  net  cast  into  the  sea,  whose  common 
draft  shall  be  sorted  on  the  shore. 

Thence,  Jesus  visited  Nazareth  and  preached  among  his  old  friends  and 
acquaintances.  He  despatched  the  disciples  into  various  parts  of  Galilee,  to 
proclaim  that  God  was  about  to  establish  the  kingdom  of  the  Messiah. 

Having  heard  of  the  death  of  John  the  Baptist,  Jesus  retired  in  grief  to  soli¬ 
tude,  in  the  desert  of  Bethsaida.  Thither  he  was  soon  followed  by  a  great  multi¬ 
tude.  The  day  was  occupied  by  religious  instruction  and  charitable  works.  In 
this  place  it  was,  that  he  fed  the  five  thousand,  on  five  barley  loaves  and  two 
small  fishes.  The  people,  having  been  thus  miraculously  fed,  attempted  to 
take  Jesus  by  force,  and  make  him  king.  He  therefore  withdrew  himself  to  a 
neighbouring  mountain,  and  ordered  the  disciples,  by  water,  to  Bethsai¬ 
da.  A  fearful  storm  overtook  them  before  they  arrived  at  their  destina¬ 
tion.  The  night  advanced,  the  clouds  lowered,  the  winds  howled  and  their 
barque  was  tossed  on  the  tumultuous  billows.  In  this  predicament  Jesus  went 
to  their  relief,  walking  on  the  tempestuous  sea.  Perceiving  his  master  on  the 
water,  Peter  desired  to  accompany  him;  he  was  permitted  to  make  the  at¬ 
tempt.  His  faith,  however,  was  soon  put  to  the  test.  The  storm  increased  and 
the  billows  rolled  in  succession  over  their  heads.  Peter,  on  the  brink  of  des¬ 
truction,  exclaimed,  Lord  save  me!  He  was  kindly  rescued  by  his  protector; 
not,  however,  without  a  severe  reproof  for  his  cowardice  and  unsteady  resolu¬ 
tion.  Oh  thou  of  little  faith^  therefore  didst  thou  doubt?*^  Peter  thought  that 
he  could  endure  all  things  in  the  company  of  his  master,  and  that  his  courage 
would  bear  him  above  any  fear.  But  this  and  another  occasion  taught  him  that 
he  did  not  know  himself.  As  soon  as  Jesus  was  received  into  the  ship,  the 
storm  abated,  and  it  was  immediately  at  the  land  whither  they  went. 

Jesus  next  tarried  awhile  in  Capernaum,  teaching  in  the  synagogue;  there 
he  informed  those  whom  he  had  fed  in  the  wilderness,  that  they  followed  him 
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not  because  of  his  miracles,  but  because  they  had  cat  of  the  loaves;  and  were 
filled;  and  exhorted  them'  not  to  labour  for  meat  that  perisheth,  but  that  which 
cndureth  unto  everlasting  life;  declaring  himself  to  be  the  bread  of  life. 

The  third  passover  since  the  ministry  of  Jesus,  being  at  hand,  he  went  to 
Jerusalem  to  celebrate  the  feast.  I’he  Jews,  who  had  been  offended  at  the 
doctrines  he  taught,  when  he  was  last  at  Capernaum,  followed  him  with  such 
furious  and  implacable  resentment,  that  they  sought  to  take  away  his  life.  Je¬ 
sus,  therefore,  departed  from  Jerusalem,  and  returned  into  Galilee,  where  and 
when  he  reproved  the  pharisees  for  their  superstitions  and  hypocrisy. 

To  avoid  the  cruel  and  malicious  designs  of  the  pharisees  against  him, 
Jesus  departed  from  Galilee,  and  retired  to  the  borders  of  Palestine,  near  Tyre 
and  Sidon.  At  the  request  of  a  woman  of  Canaan,  he  cured  her  daughter,  who 
was  grievously  vexed  with  a  devil.  The  narrative  of  this  case  in  the  gospefs, 
should  excite  every  person  in  distress  of  soul,  to  be  ardent,  constant  and  per¬ 
severing  in  their  addresses  to  the  Throne  of  Grace.  The  woman  of  Canaan 
prevailed  by  persevering  entreaty,  and  extorted  from  the  Saviour  of  Man,  the 
following  unequivocal  compliment,  “  great  is  thy  faith.”  She  was  a  Syro-phoe- 
necian,  an  heathen  and  an  idolatress,  yet  was  not  deterred  from  imploring  the 
pity  and  mercy  of  the  Son  of  God. 

Jesus  returned  to  the  coast  of  Tyre  and  Sidon,  through  the  region  of  Dc- 
capolis,  where  he  bestowed  on  a  dumb  man  the  faculty  of  ripeech.  The  crouds, 
that  were  gathered  about  him,  oppressed  him,  and  he  retired  to  a  desert  moun- 
tnin,  near  the  sea  of  Galilee.  But  the  solitary  shades  of  the  wilderness  could 
not  long  conceal  the  great  benefactor  of  the  human  race.  The  place  of  his 
retreat  was  soon  discovered;  thither  multitudes,  related  to  the  sick,  the  lame, 
the  blind,  the  dumb,  and  the  maimed,  pursued  him.  The  compassionate  her¬ 
mit  was  moved  by  their  plaints  in  behalf  of  their  afflicted  friends,  and  healed 
their  infirmities.  Nor  was  this  croud  sent  away  fasting.  Jesus  again  exerted 
his  mighty  power,  and,  with  seven  loaves  and  a  few  small  fishes,  feasted  the 
multitude.  Here  it  may  be  remifrked,  that  Jesus,  in  his  ministry,  frequently 
wrought  his  wonders,  and  published  his  divine  discourses  in  the  gloomy  de¬ 
serts  and  the  solitary'  shades — when  he  was  mostly  surrounded  by  the  honest 
plain-hearted  people,  who  were  more  likely  to  be  affected  by  his  miracles  and 
profitted  by  his  instructions,  than  the  proud  rulers  of  the  people,  or  haughty 
and  opulent  inhabitants  of  crouded  cities.  In  this  let  the  poor  and  slighted  take 
comfort;  although  despised  by  gaudy  and  fantastical  worms,  arrayed  in  a  little 
brief  authority,  they  are  not  forgotten  by  the  comforter  of  the  mournful,  and 
the  great  physician  of  sin-sick  souls.  The  gospel  pours  its  torrents  of  blessings 
down  the  low  places  and  humble  rallies,  where  the  rich  rarely  reside.  Happy 
are  the  people  who  quit  the  busy  bustling  scenes  of  folly  and  dissipation,  and 
sit  down  in  silence  and  tranquility,  even  in  the  desert,  to  attend  to  those  things 
which  concern  their  everlasting  peace,,  thus  exchanging  the  loud  roar  of 
laughter  and  folly  for  the  calm  dictates  of  eternal  wisdom. 

After  he  fed  the  people  in  the  wilderness  Jesus  departed  through  the  ter¬ 
ritory  of  Magdala,  and  appeared  in  the  province  of  Dalmanutha.  The  phari¬ 
sees  became  very  impertinent  and  bitter  in  their  opposition  to  him,  because 
of  his  great  popularity  among  the  people.  They  found  themselves  neglected 
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I  while  he  was  followed  with  great  applause.  They  began  to  confront  him  when 
he  taught,  to  dispute  his  doctrines,  and  question  his  authority.  They  exerted 
all  their  address  and  abilities  to  prevent  the  people  from  confessing  him  to 
be  Messiah.  He,  in  turn,  rebuked  with  terms  of  dignity  and  authority  his  im¬ 
pious  and  hypocritical  antagonists. 

Jesus  then  went  to  Bethsaida;  on  the  voyage  he  warned  his  disciples  against 
the  doctrines  of  the  scribes  and  pharisees,  which  he  represented  under  the 
■j  metaphor  of  leaven,  to  describe  their  contagious  qualities  and  pernicious  in- 
^  j  iluences.  There  was  brought  to  Jesus,  on  his  landing  in  Bethsaida,  a  blind  man 
f  j  who  earnestly  entreated  his  aid.  His  petition  was  heard  and  his  eyes  were 
^  I  opened  by  clay,  moistened  with  spittle.  Hence  Jesus  departed  into  the  territo- 
f  ry  of  Caesaria-Philippi;  for  he  did  not  many  mighty  works  in  Bethsaida,  be- 

t  cause  of  the  unbelief  of  its  inhabitants.  In  Caesaria-Philippi,  Jesus  entered 
;  -  into  familiar  and  instructive  conversation  with  his  disciples;  and  to  banish  from 
|l  ^  their  minds  all  false  impressions  about  his  kingdom,  he  informed  them  of  his 
approaching  sufferings  and  death— that  it  was  appointed  in  the  eternal 
councils  of  his  Father,  that  he  should  be  rejected  by  the  rulers  of  Israel, 
persecuted  with  the  utmost  malice,  followed  with  false  accusations,  and,  at 
last  die  as  a  malefactor,  in  circumstances  of  the  greatest  cruelty  and  pub- 
lie  shame.  He  informed  his  disciples  further,  that  all  who  would  obtain  the 
«  glory  which  belonged  to  the  subjects  of  the  kingdom  of  grace,  must  deny 
S  «  ;;  themselves,  must  be  ready  to  surrender  every  worldly  pleasure,  even  life 
itself,  when  required  by  the  prosperity  and  interest  of  their  great  prince;  and 
that  they  must  expect  to  meet  with  trouble,  vexation,  disappointment,  affliction 
and  distressful  persecution.  For  he  declared,  that  he  who  would  be  his  disci¬ 
ple,  must  take  up  his  cross  daily,  and  follow  him.  Jesus  thus  opened  to  his 
disciples  the  true  nature  of  the  kingdom  of  grace.  He  gave  them  to  under- 
stand  that  they  would  in  vain  expect  ease,  comfort  and  consolation  in  this 


life;  that  they  would  in  vain  attempt  to  evade  difficulties,  trials  and  severe  ex¬ 
ercises;  that  they  must  persevere  in  the  way  of  duty  with  patience  and  forti¬ 
tude,  and  look  for  reward  in  a  world  of  immortality.  To  reconcile  them  to 
the  various  expected  troubles,  difficulties  and  afflictions  he  represented  to  them 
the  grandeur,  glory,  dignity  and  majesty  in  which  be  should  come  as  judge 
of  the  world,  to  reward  every  vian  according  to  his  works.  Jesus  being  with 
a  multitude,  left  them  in  the  plains  of  Caesaria-Philippi;  and  accompanied 
by  Peter,  James,  and  John,  ascended  an  high  mountain.  In  this  solitude, 
w’hile  he  was  praying,  his  face  assumed  a  glorious  radiance,  and  emitted  an 
effulgence,  bright  as  the  sun  shining  in  its  meridian  splendour;  his  gar¬ 
ments  shone  with  the  whiteness  of  snow,  and  rivalled  the  lustre  of  his  coun¬ 
tenance.  Thus  he  appeared  in  his  native  glory,  and  the  splendour  of  his  divi¬ 
nity  beamed  through  the  veil  of  his  human  nature.  To  heighten  the  solemni¬ 
ty  and  grandeur  of  the  scene,  the  lawgiver  of  Israel,  and  Elijah,  the  great 
prophet. of  the  Lord  appeared  in  the  beauties  of  immortality,  and  shone  in 
those  robes  with  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  heavenly  Jerusalem  are  adorned. 
While  he  was  speaking  to  his  disciples,  who  had  been  overcome  by  the  mag¬ 
nificence  of  his  appearance,  a  bright  cloud  overshadowed  them;  and  a  voice 
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out  of  the  cloud  said,  “  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  lam  well  pleased,  hear 
him.** 

When  Jesus  descended  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  and  rejoined  the  com¬ 
pany,  he  cured  a  youth  who  was  afflicted  with  a  deaf  and  dumb  spirit.  Thence 
he  returned  to  Capernaum,  and  payed  the  Roman  tribute,  with  a  piece  of 
money,  taken  out  of  the  mouth  of  a  fish  by  Peter,  according  to  his  master’s 
direction. 

Not  many  days  after  their  arrival  at  Capernaum,  the  place  where  Jesus 
most  generally  sojourned  during  his  ministry,  the  disciples  disputed,  one 
with  another,  about  their  respective  superiority  in  the  expected  kingdom  of 
their  master.  They  were  sincerely  rebuked  for  their  contention,  for  Jesus 
took  a  little  child,  and  sitting  him  in  the  midst  of  them,  said,  whosoever  shall 
humble  himself  as  thi^  little  child,  the  same  is  the  greatest  in  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.  He  answered  the  petition  of  the  mother  of  Zebedee’s  children  in 
their  favour,  by  declaring  that  it  was  not  for  him  to  give  to  one  to  sit  on  his 
right  hand,  and  to  another  to  sit  on  his  left,  but  that  the  honour  was  resumed 
for  whom  it  is  prepared.  He  taught  how  to  treat  an  offending  brother,  and 
how  often  to  forgive  him,  by  the  parable  of  the  king,  who  punished  one  of  his 
servants  for  refusing  that  lenity  to  his  fello\v,  which  he  had  himself  experi¬ 
enced  in  a  large  degree. 

Jesus  then  went  to  Jerusalem,  at  the  feast  of  tabernacles,  and  taught  in  the 
temple.  The  rulers  sent  officers  to  apprehend  him,  who,  being  struck  with 
his  preaching,  returned  w'ithout  him.  The  pharisees  rebuked  them  for  their 
disobedience,  and  chided  Nicodemus  for  speaking  in  his  behalf.  Jesus  know¬ 
ing  the  malicious  intentions  towards  him,  retired  to  the  Mount  of  Olives; 
where  he  spent  the  night  with  his  disciples;  but  he  returned  early  in  the 
morning  to  the  temple  and  preached  to  the  people.  The  scribes  and  phari¬ 
sees  brought  before  him  a  woman,  taken  in  the  act  of  adultery,  with  a  view 
of  bringing  him  into  collision  with  the  civil  authority.  They  said  to  him,  this 
woman  was  taken  in  adultery;  now,  Moses  commanded  that  such  be  stoned;  but 
what  sayest  thou?  Jesus,  in  allusion  to  the  law  which  ordered  that  the  hands 
of  the  witnesses,  by  whose  testimony  a  criminal  was  convicted,  should  first, 
be  upon  him,  said,  he  that  is  without  sin  among  you,  let  him  first  cast  a  stone  at 
her.  This  sudden  and  cutting  rebuke  had  such  effect,  that  they  immediately 
departed.  The  woman  was  forgiven,  and  dismissed  with  this  admonition, 
go,  and  sin  no  more. 

Jesus  by  an  amazing  display  of  his  wisdom  and  caution,  having  defeated  the 
malice,  and  mortified  the  pride  of  the  scribes  and  pharisees,  turned  to  the 
people,  and  declared  himself  light  of  the  world;  and  justified  his  doctrine 
against  the  objections  of  the  hypocritical  cavillers,  who  opposed  him.  He 
promised  freedom  through  knowledge  of  the  truth,  to  those  who  should  be¬ 
lieve  on  him;  and  confuted  the  vain  boasting  of  the  Jews,  that  they  were  of 
Abraham  s  seed,  and  the  children  of  God.  He  answered  their  revilings  and 
calumniations,  by  shewing  his  authority  and  dignity,  and  by  a  miracle  rescued 
himself  from  their  attempts  to  stone  him. 

While  he  was  at  Jerusalem,  Jesus  saw  in  the  streets  of  the  city,  a  man 
blind  from  his  birth.  1  he  sight  of  so  distressed  an  object,  soon  excited  the 
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compassion  of  the  kind  and  benevolent  Saviour  of  sinners,  who  annointed  his 
eyes  with  clay^  and  bid  him  go  wash  in  the  pool  of  Siloam,  He  went  his  way^ 
washed^  and  came  seeing. 

At  the  time  when  he  performed  this  miracle  of  mercy,  he  told  his  disci¬ 
ples,  that  so  long  as  he  should  remain  in  the  world,  he  would  be  the  light  of 
the  world.  Restoring  sight  to  the  blind  was  an  emblem  of  his  power  to  dispel 
the  darkness  of  the  soul,  and  illuminate  the  obscured  understanding  of  men. 
The  man  when  restored  to  his  vision,  related  to  his  neighbours  the  means  of 
his  cure;  and  he  was  brought  before  the  pharisees,  who  examined  strictly 
into  the  fact.  Being  offended  by  his  acknowledgement  of  the  divinity  of  his 
benevolent  physician,  they  excommunicated  him.  But  he  was  received  by 
Jesus.  Jesus  openly  taxed  the  pharisees  with  spiritual  blindness,  and  displayed 
his  love,  tenderness  and  care  for  his  chosen  followers,  by  the  similitude  of 
the  care  and  vigilance  of  a  good  shepherd  over  his  flock. 

'  The  feast  of  the  dedication  drew  near,  and  Jesus,  who,  after  having  restored 
the  blind  man  to  sight  went  to  Galilee,  prepared  to  go  again  to  Jerusalem,  to 
be  present  at  the  solemnity.  The  road  lay  through  Samaria.  The  inhabitants 
of  this  country  entertained  an  inveterate  hatred  against  those  who  worshipped 
in  the  temple  at  Jerusalem.  They  therefore  refused  to  Jesus  and  the  disciples 
the  civility  due  to  travellers;  which  so  much  exasperated  the  disciples,  that 
they  proposed  to  destroy  them,  by  calling  fire  from  heaven  upon  them.  But 
they  were  rebuked  by  their  meek  and  patient  master,  for  such  fiery  zeal  and 
resentment. 

As  the  ministry  of  Jesus,  from  this  time  until  its  end,  was  to  be  confined  to 
Judea,  and  the  countries  about  Jordan  it  became  necessary  to  send  out  mes¬ 
sengers  to  every  town  and  village,  to  prepare  his  way;  accordingly  he.dis- 
patched  seventy  disciples,  with  instructions  concerning  their  behaviour,  and 
the  doctrines  they  were  to  preach.  He  sent  them  to  those  places  whither  he 
intended  to  follow,  and  preach  the  everlasting  gospel.  He  denounced  woe  up¬ 
on  Chorazin,  Bethsaida,  and  Capernaum.  The  disciples,  having  preached  suc¬ 
cessfully  in  Judea  and  Perea,  and  worked  many  miracles  in  confirmation  of 
the  truths  they  published,  returned  wdth  joyous  tidings  to  their  master.  Jesus 
taught  them  wherein  to  rejoice.  Notwithstanding^  in  this  rejoice  not^  but  ra^ 
ther  rejoice^  that  your  names  are  written  in  the  book  of  life^ 

Jesus  left  Samaria,  and  journeyed  into  Judea.  He  was  met  on  the  road  by  a 
lawyer,  wdiom  he  taught  how  to  attain  eternal  life;  and  by  the  parable  of  the 
good  Samaritan,  shewed  who  are  to  be  considered  as  good  neighbours. 

Jesus  journeying  thence  to  Jerusalem,  to  be  present  at  the  feast  of  dedica¬ 
tion,  lodged  at  Bethany,  and  was  entertained  by  Mary  and  Martha.  When  he 
arrived  at  Jerusalem,  he  attended  the  feast,  and  disputed  with  the  Jews  in 
Solomon’s  porch.  The  feast  being  ended,  he  retired  beyond  Jordan,  and  taught 
his  disciples  to  pray.  He  was  afterwards  applied  to  by  the  friends  of  one  pos¬ 
sessed  with  a  devil,  to  whom  he  graciously  condescended  to  grant  their  re¬ 
quest,  and  cast  out  the  evil  spirit,  restoring  the  patient  to  perfect  tranquility 
of  mind.  Many  of  the  envious  and  unbelieving  Jews  were  present  and  ascrib¬ 
ed  the  stupendous  miracle  to  the  power  of  the  devil.  He  was  invited  by  one 
of  the  pharisees  to  dinner;  while  he  sat  at  the  table,  he  disputed  with  the  pha* 
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risces,  reprehended  their  external  shew  of  holiness,  and  denounced  woes 
against  them,  the  scribes  and  lawyers.  After  dinner  he  mixed  among  the  mul¬ 
titude,  and  exhorted  them  to  beware  of  the  pernicious  example  of  the  phari¬ 
sees,  who  appeared  in  disguise,  affected  simple  manners,  and  pretended  to 
hold  pure  and  spotless  conversation,  when,  at  the  same  time,  they  were  guil¬ 
ty  of  the  most  gross  and  scandalous  vices.  He  exhorted  his  disciples  to  avoid 
hypocrisy,  and  not  to  be  timid  in  publishing  the  doctrines  he  had  taught  them. 
While  thus  engaged,  a  person  applied  to,  him,  to  interpose  his  authority  with 
his  brother,  and  oblige  him  to  divide  with  him  their  paternal  inheritance.  But 
Jesus  referred  him  to  the  law  of  the  land,  refusing  to  interfere  with  the  civil 
authority.  He  warned  the  people  to  bew^arc  of  covetousness,  by  the  momen¬ 
tous  parable  of  the  rich  man,  who  boasted  of  his  multiplied  stores;  and  he 
admonished  his  disciples  against  desires  after  sordid  and  earthly  gain,  to  lay 
vh  treasure  in  heaven^  and  to  be  ready  against  the  coming  of  the  Lord.  He  de¬ 
precated  the  ignorance  and  stupidity  of  the  Jews,  shewed  the  danger  of  ne¬ 
glecting  the  offered  means  of  reconciliation  to  God;  and  taught  that  temporal 
calamities  are  no  certain  signs  of  sinfulness,  but  that  the  providences  of  God 
should  be  received  by  all  as  warning  lessons.  By  the  parable  of  the  barren 
fig-tree,  Jesus  represented  the  goodness  and  forbearance  of  God  towards  the 
Jewish  nation,  and  all  those  who  long  neglect  the  terms  of  the  gospel. 

When  Jesus  was  teaching  in  one  of  the  synagogues  of  jPerea  on  the  Sab¬ 
bath  day,  he  observed  a  woman,  who  for  eighteen  years,  had  been  bowed  down 
with  pains  and  disease.  She  was  beheld  with  an  eye  of  compassion  by  the  Sa¬ 
viour,  and  was  healed.  She  who  came  to  the  synagogue  bent  to  the  ground 
with  infirmity,  returned  to  her  house  erect.  The  master  of  the  synagogue  tes¬ 
tified  his  displeasure  at  the  event,  and  represented  the  parties  concerned  as 
sabbath  breakers.  But  Jesus  silenced  the  proud  ruler,  and  received  the  ap¬ 
plause  of  the  people.  He  commented  on  the  truth,  reason,  and  divine' power 
that  support  his  kingdom,  and  repeated  the  parables  of  the  grain  of  mustard 
seed,  and  the  leaven,  to  show  the  future  success  of  his  gospel,  and  the  power , 
and  influence  of  his  religion  on  the  hearts  and  conduct  of  men. 

Jesus  having  scattered  the  truths  of  the  gospel  in  the  country  of  Perea, 
crossed  Jordan,  and  proceded  towards  Jerusalem,  preaching  in  every  village, 
and  publishing  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation.  While  he  was  thus  prosecuting 
his  great  work,  he  was  interrogated  as  to  the  number  to  be  saved.  He  gave 
no  direct  answer,  but  gave  the  Jews  to  understand,  that  very  few  of  them  would 
be  pertakers  of  the  privileges  and  felicities  of  his  kingdom,  and  exhorted  them, 
nevertheless,  to  use  their  utmost  efforts  to  know  the  truth,  and  become  heirs 
of  glory.  “  Strive  to  enter  in  at  the  straight  gate^for  many  shall  seek  to  enter  in 
and  shall  not  be  able.” 

Some  of  the  pharisees  thinking  to  intimidate  him,  and  induce  him  to  leave 
the  country,  went  to  him  and  pretended  that  he  was  in  danger  of  Herod;  but 
he  was  not  thus  to  be  intimidated.  He  persevered  in  his  course  without 
fear.  Having  replied  courageously  to  tlie  intimation  of  the  pharisees,  he  pa¬ 
thetically  lamented  their  obstinacy  and  perverseness,  and  the  terrible  desola¬ 
tion  which  was  soon  to  overtake  them.  Oh!  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  how  often 
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would  I  have  gathered  thy  children  together j  as  a  hen  gathereth  her  brood  under 
her  wings^  and  ye  would  not! 

After  this  pathetic  exclamation,  he  was  invited  to  the  house  of  a  pharisee; 
there  a  man  was  brought  before  him,  diseased  with  the  dropsy.  It  was  the 
sabbath  day,  and  the  Jews  exulted  in  the  prospect  of  an  opportunity  to  accuse 
him  of  profaning  the  holy  day,  for  they  did  not  question  that  his  humanity 
and  sympathy  would  prompt  him  to  heal  the  afflicted  man.  Jesus  disregard* 
ing  their  secret  intentions  and  wishes,  laid  his  hand  on  the  diseased  personi 
and  immediately  his  health  and  strength  was  restored.  In  answer  to  the  ques* 
tion,  which  the  occasion  produced  between  Jesus  and  the  pharisees,  is  it  law* 
ful  to  heal  on  the  Sabbath?  he  reasoned  after  this  manner.  If  a  misfortune  hap¬ 
pen  to  a  beast,  there  would  be  no  scruple  about  assisting  it  on  the  sabbath 
day,  even  though  the  act  should  be  attended  with  labour;  how  much  more, 
then,  is  it  lawful  to  relieve  a  descendant  of  Abraham,  when  nothing  more  is 
required  than  to  touch  his  hand? 

When  Jesus  had  gone  from  the  house  of  the  pharisee,  multitudes  followed 
him.  Always  disposed  to  improve  every  opportunity  of  instructing  those  near 
him,  he  advised  all  disposed  to  become  his  disciples,  to  look  forward  to  the 
scenes  of  persecution,  which  they  must  certainly  encounter,  and  examine  well 
I  their  courage  and  capacity  to  endure  the  pains  and  penalties,  which  their 
,  choice  would  bring  upon  them.  In  reply  to  the  fastidious  murmurs  against 
liim,  for  associating  with  and  receiving  sinners,  he  delivered  the  parables  of 
the  lost  sheep,  the  lost  piece  of  silver,  the  prodigal  son,  and  the  unjust  ste¬ 
ward;  and  in  reproof  of  the  hypocrisy  of  the  pharisees,  who  were  covetous  and 
derided  him,  he  delivered  the  parable  of  the  rich  man  and  the  beggar.  The 
last  is  w’dl  calculated  to  shew  the  vanity  of  riches,  and,  by  a  striking  contrast, 
the  vast  importance  of  internal  things.  It  is  most  awful  and  alarming,  and 
fully  demonstrative  of  the  immortality  of  the  soul;  its  imagery  is  beautiful, 
and  its  colours  disposed  with  great  fancy  and  interest. 

While  in  the  country  beyond  Jordan,  Jesus  received  intelligence  of  the 
dangerous  illness  of  Lazarus,  the  brother  of  Mary  and  Martha,  by  whom  he 
was  entertained  at  Bethany.  He  set  out  with  his  disciples  on  the  way  to 
Bethany.  As  they  passed  through  a  village  of  Samaria,  they  were  met  by  ten 
lepers.  They  cried  unto  Jesus,  saying.  Master,  have  mercy  on  us!  And  when 
he  saw  them,  he  said,  go,  shew  yourselves  unto  the  firiests.  And  as  they  went, 
they  were  cleansed.  He  at  length  arrived  at  Bethany,  and  raised  Lazarus  to 
life,  after  he  had  been  dead  four  days.  This  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
and  affecting  miracles  wrought  hy  the  Saviour  during  his  ministry.  It  con¬ 
strained  many  of  the  Jews  to  believe  that  Jesus  was  no  other  than  the  great 
Messiah.  Public  opinion  was  by  it  impressed  favourably  towards  him,  in¬ 
somuch  that  the;  pharisees  deemed  it  necessary  to  take  counsel  against 
him.  The  conspiracy  was  most  powerful.  The  council  came  to  a  deter¬ 
mination  to  put  him  to  death,  and  deliberated  on  the  most  politic  manner 
of  executing  the  design.  Jesus  frustrated  the  purpose,  by  declining  to  go  to 
Jerusalem.  He  returned  to  Ephraim,  a  city  on  the  borders  of  the  wilderness^ 
where  he  shew  the  spiritual  nature  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  foretold  the  de¬ 
struction  of  the  Jewish  state,  and  instructed  hv 
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coming  of  the  Son  of  Man.  Here  also  he  delivered  the  parable  of  the  unjust 
judge  and  importunate  widow,  and  that  of  the  pharisee  and  publican.  He  also 
answered  the  interrogation  of  the  pharisees  concerning  divorces,  received 
little  children  with  tenderness,  and  blessed  them. 

Jesus  departed  from  Ephraim,  and  in  his  journey  to  Jerusalem,  by  the  way 
of  Jericho,  instructed  a  young  man  how  to  attain  eternal  life,  and  how  to  be¬ 
come  perfect.  He  alledged  that  a  rich  man  with  difficulty  shall  enter  the 
kingdom  of  God;  and  pi'omised  great  reward  to  his  disciples,  and  to  all  who 
forsake  aught  to  follow  him.  He  delivered  the  parable  of  the  labourers,  hired 
at  different  hours  of  the  day,  to  work  in  the  vineyard;  foretold  his  own  death 
and  resurrection,  and  waved  the  ambitious  suit  of  Zebedee’s  sons.  Jesus,  as 
he  passed  through  Jericho,  gave  sight  to  two  blind  men,  and  visited  Zacheus 
the  publican.  Six  days  before  the  celebration  of  the  passover,  Jesus  arrived 
at  Bethany,  a  small  village  near  Jerusalem,  and  repaired  to  the  house  of 
Lazarus,  whom  he  had  raised  from  the  dead;  he  was  received  and  treated 
with  great  hospitality  by  his  kind  friends.  Judas  murmured  at  the  prodigality 
with  which  the  grateful  hosts  entertained  their  august  guest,  and  particularly 
objected  to  the  profusion  which  Mary  made  of  costly  oil,  in  annoinling  the 
feet  of  Jesus.  From  the  house  of  Lazarus,  Jesus,  riding  on  an  ass,  entered  the 
Jewish  capital,  amidst  the  acclamations  of  the  multitude,  and  wept  over  the 
city.  In  the  evening  of  the  same  day  he  left  Jerusalem  and  returned  to 
Bethany.  Early  the  next  morning  he  set  out  from  Bethany  to  visit  again  the 
capital  of  Judea;  and  as  he  pursued  his  journey,  he  saw  a  fig  tree,  which,  at  a 
distance,  promised  much  fruit.  When  he  approached,  it  w'as  found  barren, 
and  he  pronounced,  that,  henceforth,  it  should  bear  no  fruit.  This  transaction 
was  purely  emblematical,  and  prefigured  the  speedy  ruin  of  the  Jewish  na¬ 
tion.  On  arriving  at  the  temple,  the  people  brought  unto  him  many  blind, 
lame  and  diseased,  whom  he  healed.  Again  in  the  evening  he  returned  to 
Bethany,  where  he  had  many  friends,  with  whom  he  could  be  in  safety.  The 
next  morning,  on  going  to  Jerusalem,  the  disciples  were  astonished  to  see  that 
the  fig  tree,  which  Jesus  had  pronounced  barren,  was  dried  up  from  the  roots. 
Jesus  improved  the  occasion  to  the  instruction  of  his  disciples,  and  exhorted 
them  to  faith  in  prayer,  and  to  forgiveness  of  enemies.  He  made  a  pertinent 
reply  to  the  desire  of  certain  Greeks  who  wished  to  see  him  at  the  temple, shew 
the  benefit  of  his  death  to  believers,  reflected  on  his  own  sufferings,  and  proposed 
them  as  an  example  to  his  followers.  He  became  sorrowful,  indulgent  in  pa¬ 
thetic  expressions  of  grief,  and  importuned  his  heavenly  Father  for  succour 
in  his  distress.  He  was  answered  by  a  voice  from  heaven,  acknowledging  the 
faithfulness  of  his  services,  and  the  amplitude  of  the  works  he  had  done.  He 
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by  their  father  to  work  in  his  vineyard^  of  the  vineyard  let  out  to  wicked  hus- 
bandmen^  and  of  the  marriage  of  the  king’s  son. 

The  parable  of  the  marriage  supper  greatly  incensed  the  pharisees  against 
Ihiih)  and  they  concerted  with  the  Herodians  on  the  most  proper  method  of 
^putting  him  to  death.  Under  a  specious  hypocritical  pretence  of  wishing  his 
advice^  they  sent  some  of  their  disciples  to  ask  him  relative  to  the  duty  of  pay¬ 
ing  tribute  to  Caesar.  The  insidious  question  was  answered  so  discreetly  that 
Ahey  were  defeated  in  their  design/  He  confuted  the  Saducees  who  questioned 
ihim  touching  the  resurrection;  and  showed  which  are  the  two  great  com- 
Pmandments  of  the  law.  He  exhorted  his  hearers  to  observe  the  doctrines,  but 
I  not  to  follow  the  evil  examples  of  the  scribes  and  pharisees,  particularly  not 
I  to  imitate  their  ambition.  He  pronounced  divers  woes  against  the  scribes  and 
Ipharisees  for  their  blindness  and  hypocrisy,  and  again  foretold  the  destruction 
of  Jerusalem. 

Jesus,  after  he  exposed  the  secret  practices  of  the  Pharisaical  Jews,  went 
into  the  treasury,  or  court  of  the  women.  He  saw  a  poor  woman  cast  two  mites 
into  the  coffers,  which  he  estimated  above  all  the  gifts  of  the  rich,  for  she 
m  g2tve  all  she  had.  He  from  the  mount  of  Olives  foretold  the  destruction  of  the 
temple,  and  showed  what  signs  and  calamitiess  hould  precede,  and  what  should 
happen  at  that  terrible  catastrophe.  He  delivered  the  parables  of  the  ten  vir- 
^  gins,  of  the  talents  distributed  by  a  king  among  his  servants,  and  that  re¬ 
markable  parable  in  which  he  gave  a  description  of  the  last  judgment.  ’He 
added  a  short  account  of  his  own  death,  in  order  to  fortify  his  disciples  against 
the  greatest  trial  they  had  yet  to  encounter.  The  chief  priests,  scribes,  and 
,  elders  of  the  people  assembled  together  in  the  palace  of  Caiaphas,  and  con¬ 
sulted  how  they  should  take  him  by  stratagem,  and  kill  him.  Jesus  repaired 
to  Bethany  in  the  evening,  and  entered  the  house  of  Simon  the  leper;  and 
while  he  sat  at  meat,  a  woman  poured  a  box  of  precious  ointment  on  his  head. 
The  disciples  took  offence  at  the  prodigality  of  the  woman,  but  Jesus  com¬ 
mended  her  and  reproved  the  objectors.  Judas  Iscariot  took  the  reproof  par¬ 
ticularly  to  himself,  and  in  resentment  went  to  the  council,  and  covenanted, 
for  thirty  pieces  of  silver,  to  betray  his  master. 

The  apostate  disciple  was  contracting  to  betray  Jesus  while  the  benevolent 
Saviour  was  preparing  to  celebrate  the  passover.  He  was  now  about  to  finish 
the  mighty  work,  for  which  he  came  into  the  world.  He  sent  two  of  his  dis- 
I  ciples  into  Jerusalem,  to  prepare  the  supper;  and,  as  soon  as  night  arrived, 

[followed  them.  At  the  appointed  hour,  he  sat  down  and  eat  with  them,  and, 
to  exhibit  a  pattern  of  affection  and  humility,  washed  their  feet.  He  instituted 
the  sacrament  in  commemoration  of  his  sufferings  and  death;  comforted  his 
attendants  by  tender  discourses,  excellent  directions,  and  gracious  promises; 
and  recommended  them  to  the  protection  of  his  heavenly  Father.  Being  now 
about  to  close  his  society  with  the  disciples,  he  bid  them  an  affectionate  fare¬ 
well.  They  were  grieved  at  the  prospect  of  separation  from  their  excellent 
friend  and  teacher.  He  endeavoured  to  cheer  their  drooping  spirits,  and  im¬ 
parted  consolation  to  their  hearts.  While  performing  the  valedictory  cere¬ 
monies,  he  told  his  disciples  that  one  of  them  would  betray  him.  By  this  de¬ 
claration  they  were  greatly  grieved,  and  began  to  enquire,  Lord  is  it  I?  John, 
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leaning  on  the  bosom  of  his  great  master,  asked  with  becoming  solicitude 
and  earnest  sympathy,  who  of  the  disciples  would  be  guilty  of  so  detestable 
treachery?  Judais  was  indicated  by  a  sop,  which  he  received  from  Jesus.  The 
other  disciples  persevered  in  their  enquiries;  and  Jesus,  at  length,  identified 
Judas  as  the  traitor. 

After  the  institution  of  the  sacrament  of  his  supper,  Jesus  spent  the  even¬ 
ing  in  the  most  interesting  and  pathetic  exhortations.  He  restrained  the  am¬ 
bitious  strife  of  the  disciples,  and  promised  them  a  share  in  his  kingdom.  He 
informed  Peter  of  the  purpose  of  the  evil  one  to  test  his  fidelity,  and  that  he 
should  deny  him  thrice.  He  advised  them  to  provide  necessaries,  and  to  arm 
themselves  with  fortitude  against  the  hour  of  trial.  He  promised  them  power 
to  do  greater  works,  than  even  he  himself  had  performed,  and  the  grant  of 
all  that  they  should  ask  in  his  name.  He  required  their  obedience  as  a  test  of 
their  love,  and  comforted  them  by  a  promise  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Under  the 
parable  of  the  vine,  he  set  forth  God’s  government  of  the  church.  He  com¬ 
manded  his  disciples  to  love  one  another,  according  to  the  great  love  he  had 
manifested  towards  them;  warned  them  of  their  sufferings  for  his  sake,  and 
promised  them  peace  in  him,  amidst  their  tribulation  in  the  world.  He  prayed 
to  his  Father  to  glorify  him,  and  to  preserve  his  apostles  in  unity  of  faith,  and 
from  all  evil;  and  to  sanctify  them  with  the  word  of  truth.  He  prayed,  also, 
for  the  perfect  union  of  all  believers,  and  their  admission  to  a  share  of  his 
glory  in  heaven. 

Jesus,  with  his  disciples,  approached  the  garden  of  Gethsemane.  He  re¬ 
quested  them  to  sit  down;  and  taking  with  him  Peter,  James,  and  John,  who 
had  before  witnessed  his  transfiguration,  retired  to  pray.  The  anticipation  of 
his  approaching  afflictions  elicited  from  him  this  doleful  exclamation,  ‘‘  My 
soul  is  exceeding  sorrowful^  even  unto  death'*  Withdrawing  about  a  stone’s 
cast,  his  human  nature  being  overburihened  by  gloomy  apprehension,  he 
prayed  that,  if  it  were  possible,  or  consistent  with  the  sah'ation  of  the  world, 
he  might  be  delivered  from  the  awful  suflFerings  which  were  lying  on  him. 
Oh  that  thou  wouldest  remove  this  cup  from  me!  He  fell  prostrate  on  his  face, 
accompanying  his  sad  address  with  expressions  of  heavenly  resignation; 
nevertheless^  not  as  Iviill,  but  as  thou  wilt.  His  agony  was  so  excruciating  that 
he  sweat  great  drops  of  blood. 

•  The  chief  priests  and  elders  being  informed,  by  Judas,  of  the  proper  mo- 
snent  for  apprehending  Jesus,  sent  a  band  of  soldiers  with  the  traitor,  carry¬ 
ing  lantherns  or  torches  to  light  them.  Judas  preceded  them,  and  when  he 
approached  Jesus,  he  saluted  him  with  a  kiss.  This  was  the  signal  precon¬ 
certed.  They  seized  and  bound  him;  on  which  Peter  drew  his  sword,  and 
smote  off  the  ear  of  the  high  priest’s  servant  Jesus  ordered  Peter  to  sheath 
his  sword,  and  healed  the  ear  of  the  wounded  servant.  No  injury  was  too  great 
to  be  forgiven  by  the  humane  and  benevolent  Saviour  of  man!  The  disciples, 
when  they  saw  their  master  in  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  forsook  him  and  fled. 
Jesus  was  brought  before  Annas  and  Caiaphas,  with  whom  the  scribes  and 
elders  associated,  for  his  trial.  He  was  questioned  concerning  the  doctrines 
he  taught.  In  answer,  he  appealed  to  them  that  had  heard  him;  why  asketh 
t  oume.  8  them  who  have  heard  me  %vhat  I  have  said  unto  them.  When  he 
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had  thus  spoken^  one  of  the  officers  struck  Jesus  with  the  palm  of  his  handi 
saying,  answerest  thou  the  high  priest  so?  To  which  he  meekly  and  with 
placid  serenity  replied,  ly'/Aave  ev/Y,  bear  witness  of  the  evil:  but  (f 

wellj  why  smitest  thou  me? 

In  the  end  he  was  pronounced,  by  the  furious  council,  guilty  of  blasphemy. 
The  servants  and  common  people  fell  upon  him  as  one  already  condemned, 

;  spit  upon  him,  buffetted  him,  and  offered  him  all  manner  of  rudeness  and  in¬ 
dignity.  Thus  was  the  great  judge  of  the  world  placed  at  the  bar  of  frail  mor¬ 
tals,  falsely  accused,  unjustly  sentenced,  and  barbarously  insulted.  Yet  he  pa¬ 
tiently  submitted.  Having  been  condemned  by  the  council,  he  was  led  before 
Pilate.  Jesus  was  then  examined  by  him,  who,  finding  that  he  was  accused 
only  of  matters  relating  to  religion  and  the  custom  of  the  Jews,  refused  to 
judge  him,  but  referred  him  to  the  Jews,  to  be  judged  by  their  own  law. 
But,  because  the  Sanhedrim  had  no  power  to  put  any  man  to  death,  the  Jews 
objected  to  the  decision  of  Pilate.  Finding  it  impossible  to  prevent  a  tumult 
unless  he  proceeded  to  try  Jesus,  he  therefore  ascended  again  the  judgment- 
seat,  and  commanded  his  accusers  to  produce  the  charges  against  him.  They 
accordingly  accused  him  of  seditious  practices,  and  charged  him  with  dis¬ 
suading  the  people  from  paying  taxes  to  Cxsar.  But  they  were  not  able  to 
sustain  their  allegations  by  testimony.  Pilate,  after  hearing  the  accusations 
and  the  testimony,  and  again  interrogating  Jesus  himself,  adjudged  him  guilty 
of  no  fault  which,  according  to  the  Roman  law,  deserved  to  be  punished  with 
death.  The  Jews  became  more  furious  and  resentful,  and  charged  the  Saviour 
with  stirring  up  sedition  in  Galilee. 

Jesus  refused  to  make  any  public  defence.  He  came  into  the  world  to  re¬ 
deem  the  posterity  of  Adam,  by  offering  himself  a  sacrifice  to  appease  the 
wrath  of  his  Almighty  Father;  and,  therefore,  would  not  excuse  himself, 
or  avoid  the  end  to  which  he  was  destined  by  the  errand  on  which  he  came. 
Pilate,  on  learning  that  Jesus  was  of  Galilee,  ordered  that  he  should  be  car¬ 
ried  before  Herod,  who  was  then  at  Jerusalem;  hoping  thus  to  escape  the 
guilt  and  infamy  of  putting  an  innocent  person  to  death.  Herod,  displeased 
because  Jesus  would  not  perform  some  miracle,  merely  to  entertain  or  gratify 
his  curiosity,  ordered  him  to  be  clothed  with  a  robe,  resembling  in  colour  and 
fashion  those  worn  by  kings,  and  permitted  his  attendants  to  insult  him.  No 
crime  worthy  of  death  being  established  against  him  before  Herod,  he  was  sent 
again  to  Pilate. 

The  Roman  governors,  at  the  passover,  made  it  a  custom  to  court  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  people  by  releasing  to  them  any  one  prisoner  whom  they  should 
designate.  Pilate  offered  to  release  Jesus,  believing  that  the  chief  priests  had 
delivered  him  through  envy  and  spiteful  malice;  especially  as  they  had  not 
proved  any  crime  against  him,  even  before  Herod.  Pilate  addressed  the  chief 
priests,  rulers,  and  the  people,  declared  that  the  examination  of  Jesus  had 
turned  out  honourably  to  his  character,  and  proposed  that  he  shqiuld  be  ac¬ 
quitted,  and  released  as  the  object  of  popular  favour.  They  cried  out  with  one 
.voice,  away  with  this  mauj  and  release  unto  us  Barabbas,  Jesus  vvas  delivered 
tip  to  be  crucified,  crowned  with  thorns,  and  spit  upon,  and  mocked. 

Jesus,  the  innocent  Saviour  of  man,  was  led  fortli  to  Calvary,  and  crucified 
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between  two  inalefactors«  The  wordS)  J£SUS  OF  NAZARETH*  KING  OF 
THE  JEWS,  were  inscribed  on  the  cross,  and  lots  cast  for  his  garnaents. 
The  multitude,  rulers,  priests,  and  soldiers  reviled  him.  .While  he  was  trans¬ 
fixed,  and  struggling  in  the  agonies  of  death,  even  one  of  the  thieves,  who 
were  crucified  with  him,  mocked  the  great  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth;  but  the 
other  exercised  a  most  extraordinary  faith  in  his  spiritual  dominion,  and  in- 
treated  him  to  remember  him,  when  he  came  into  his  kingdom.  The  great 
Redeemer  assured  him  that  he  should,  that  day,  be  with  him  in  Paradise. 
This  was  not  the  only  instance  of  compassion  and  benevolence  that  he  ex¬ 
hibited  on  the  cross.  While  he  was  suffering  by  the  cruelties  of  the  infuriated 
mob,  he  prayed.  Father  forgive  them^for  they  know  not  what  they  do!  Was 
ever  love  like  this?  Was  ever  benevolence  displayed  under  such  aggravating 
and  proyoking  circumstances? 

The  sun,  as  if  conscious  of  the  sufferings  of  the  mighty  maker  of  heaven 
tuid  earth,  was  mantled  in  darkness,  for  the  space  of  three  hours.  At  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  his  greatest  agony,  Jesus  exclaimed,  Eliy  Eliy  lama  aabacthani?  My 
God!  my  God!  why  hast  thou  foraaken  me?  Some  of  the  people,  misappre¬ 
hending  his  exclamation,  and  supposing  that  he  called  on  Elias  to  save  him, 
filled  a  spunge  with  vinegar,  and  gave  him  to  drink.  As  soon  as  he  tasted  it, 
he  smd  “  it  ia  Jiniahed”  and  expired.  At  the  very  instant  that  he  resigned  his 
soul  into  the  hands  of  his  heavenly  Father,  the  vail  of  the  temple  was  mira¬ 
culously  rent,  from  the  top  to  the  bottom;  the  earth  trembled  from  its  very 
foundations,  rocks  burst  asunder,  and  the  sepulchres  were  thrown  open;  the 
dead  arose  from  the  graves,  went  to  Jerusalem,  and  appeared  to  many  of  the 
citizens. 

Thus  was  the  only  begotten  son  of  God,  who  came  down  from  heaven  to 
save  the  world,  crucified  and  slain.  Hear^  Oh  Heavena!  Oh  Earthy  Earthy 
Earthi  hear!  The  Lord  hath  nouriahed  and  brought  up,  children^  and  they  hax'e 
rebelled  againat  him. 

*'Well  might  the  sun  in  darkness  hide, 

“  And  shut  his  glories  in, 

"  When  God,  the  mighty  maker,  died, 

“  For  man,  the  creature’s  sin.” 


I'rinted  by  Wm.  Fry,  Wslnut,  near  Fifth  Street 
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